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What is Citizen 
Science?
Scientific work undertaken by 
members of the general public, 
often in collaboration with or 
under the direction of 
professional scientists and 
scientific institutions (Oxford 
English Dictionary).
What is Citizen 
Science?
Public participation in 
scientific research.
History of Citizen Science
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Lighthouse keepers 
collect data about 
bird strikes for 
scientists
National Weather 
Service Cooperative 
Observer Program 
begins
National Audubon 
Society starts 
annual Christmas 
Bird Count
NSF’s Public 
Understanding of 
Science Program
Public Participation 
in Ornithology 
(Cornell Lab)
A very brief
Let’s do a project!
Go to: http://go.uncg.edu/snapshot
Click on ‘classify
Click through the tutorial
Classify images
Camera Trap Technology
● Can greatly expand 
geographic study area
● Noninvasive
● Easy to operate
● Reduces field time 
commitments
● No trapping/immobilizing 
training needed
● Produces a large amount of 
data…
Types of Projects
Web-based projects
Field-based projects
Community-based projects
Games

iNaturalist



SciStarter
SciStarter.org
iNaturalist.org
Zooniverse.org
Citizenscience.gov
Resources
“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.” - John Muir
